HEALTH AND HEALING IN THE GREAT STATE

a tendency to make up for lack of thoroughness in
investigation by a routine system of drug-pre-
scribing, with the result that a false sense of satis-
faction is thereby engendered in the minds of
patients who are often ignorant of the real relation-
ship between the administration of drugs and the
curing and prevention of disease. An extravagant
belief in the necessity for drugs in the treatment of
disease h^s sprung up in the mind of the Public, and
an easy acquiescence in this line of least resistance
in the minds of some medical men which is de-
moralising to the Profession.

It thus happens, through the fault of a system
rather than through the fault of the individual, that
the true function of the "Healer" is obscured and
misunderstood, and in many cases a futile attempt
to treat symptoms or to remove results has over-
shadowed the more lengthy and more difficult but
more efficient method of dealing with the causes of
disease. The real remedy for this unsatisfactory
state of things is a deeper appreciation of the true
meaning of "Health/7 on the one hand, and a clearer
recognition of the real function of the "Healer/7 on
the other. If some of the energy which is now being
expended by medical men in the routine visiting of
long lists of contract and club patients, and in the
prescribing and dispensing of drugs for the relief
of symptoms, could be directed to the prevention
of the beginnings of disease in people's homes, and to
the provision of efficient institutional treatment for
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